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towns they take it frequently. Almost every Dhobi, Khatik,
Muchi, or Bhangi family spends 8 as. to a rupee per month on
pan.1

Clothing

In the past a depressed class man would tie a khaddar
dhoti dyed garu (ochre) in such a way that his knees were bare.
This style of wearing dhoti differs from that of high caste people
in whose case dhoti covers the calf as well. No one now uses
the garu-coloured khaddar though most of these people still
wear dhotis in the old style. The new generation is, however,
taking to the methods of high castes.

Dhoti, indeed, is the only garment that most of these people
wear during summer, though during winter a few of them wear
shirts as well. Often the dhoti is nothing more than a small
piece of rough cloth. Shirts are uncommon except in Western
U.P. and the Punjab. In the Punjab they wear a shirt, a dhoti
and a turban.

Most of their women, especially in Bihar and Bengal, wear
only a sari. Jumpers are Jess common in Bihar and Bengal
compared to the U.P. The Peliya and Rajbansi women wear a
piece of cloth wound once round the body and folded across
the breast. In the eastern parts of the Punjab, the depressed
class women wear a gagra (petticoat), and a bodice and cover
their heads with orhna. In Central Punjab, they wear shirts and
salwars (trousers) and cover their heads with dopta.

Speaking generally, the depressed class people in the
Punjab and Western U.P. are better clad than those living else-
where in Northern India. But in the same region, it is the
Khatiks and the Dhobis who are better dressed than the rest of
the depressed class people.

The expenditure on clothing does not generally exceed
Rs. 5 per annum in the case of a harwaha family, though it is
somewhat greater in the case of cultivators. In the Punjab and
Western U.P., the expenditure on this item is appreciably higher.
It should be mentioned here that though the Dhobi dresses

1 In the Punjab these people have not developed the pan habit and
consequently expenditure on this item is extremely small. But in this pro-
vince, tea is becoming popular.